
Election Seat: 
Seat #3 - Parent or Non-Parent 

Name: 
Alicia Maldonado 

Skills and Talents: 
I own a consulting business that provides organizational development, strategic 
planning and communications services to make organizations stronger so they 
meet the needs of their target market. As a Vista Charter School Board member I 
would apply those same skills to support student academic success by looking 
closely at the school's goals and objectives, their strategies for meeting or 
exceeding those goals, and how to increase math and reading proficiency rates of 
all students (based on what I saw online). I would strive to contribute to 
sustaining your motto of "an educational environment where immersion in the 
arts and technology inspires student growth." I am organized, thoughtful and 
passionate about my work to make communities the best they can be and schools 
are an important part of that. My background also includes experience in 
community engagement, cross-sector coalition building, and parent engagement. 
I am process-oriented, organized and efficient in terms of time and productivity, 
but also a good listener. 

Community Experience: 
My Husband and I moved from Los Angeles in late 2019. I am a member of the 
Dixie Sunrise Rotary Club (and heading up its Literacy Initiative), St. George 
Chamber of Commerce, Allies business group, and BNI networking organization. I 
am doing pro bono work for the Alzheimer's Association and its annual walk to 
end Alzheimer's, and have provided counsel and guidance to an organization in St. 
George that seeks to extract victims from human trafficking. The Parent 
Organization Network in Los Angeles (one of my clients) trains parents to be 
effective advocates for their children in school and I know the important role 
parent participation plays in the academic success of students. While in Los 
Angeles, I served on the Board of Directors of Camino Nuevo Charter Academy 
and the Variety Boys & Girls Club, among other social service organizations. While 
working with a private public affairs firm, I introduced a life-changing urban 
debate league program to Los Angeles Unified School District high school students 



and worked to expand the National Guard Youth Challenge Program designed for 
at-risk youth. As part of a national call to action, I coordinated California efforts 
that increased grade-level reading proficiency of young children from low-income 
families to support success in school and life. 

Why am I interested in serving on Vista Schools board? 
I am a strong advocate for all children receiving a quality education and have 
been a strong supporter of charter schools almost since their inception. Neither 
one of my parents had a high school diploma but they were some of the smartest 
people I knew - and they understood the power of education and its impact on 
economic mobility. Education is my passion and I was thrilled to have discovered 
Vista Charter School last year and was treated to a tour of the school by staff. I 
saw students who were interested and engaged in every class I entered. Later, I 
viewed three videos: one about behind the scenes of a school musical, Hamlet, 
and Vex Robotics - and was increasingly impressed by what I saw in each video. : ) 
It would be an honor to serve on the Vista Charter School Board to contribute to 
this success. 

Areas of Expertise and Contributions: 
I would need to learn more about any specific needs Vista Charter School Board 
may have, but based on my expertise, I would be interested in helping to ensure 
that the school is operating at an optimum level and living up to its vision and 
mission. I could assist in communications strategies and community outreach 
efforts that might be needed as well as support other areas that might be 
identified by the board, principal or school staff. 



  

Alicia Maldonado 
Communications Strategist 

am@mockingbirdcommunications.com 
(323) 388-7583 (cell) 

 
Throughout her professional career, Alicia has been committed to addressing social issues and 
promoting policies to strengthen and enhance our communities. This focus began early in her career as 
a news reporter and documentary producer. Alicia used the visual medium to tell the stories of those 
living in neglected neighborhoods and provided a platform for them to share practical solutions to make 
positive change in their community.  

Alicia’s diverse communications background includes combined experience as a broadcast news 
journalist, cable TV and public radio manager, and strategic communications strategist. Over three 
decades of experience in both the private and nonprofit sectors provide the solid foundation for the 
services Alicia provides today. She has had first-hand opportunities to deepen and strengthen her 
knowledge and understanding of some of today’s complex issues and applies that expertise to her work.  

Alicia is passionate about education. She believes that all children will learn to a high standard when 
they have the opportunity to learn in a classroom of high quality instruction to be skilled and well-
prepared for life. She is committed to working with alliances and partners that understand that 
education is key to a better future for our children, their families and our nation. She strongly believes 
that charter schools provide tremendous opportunities for students to succeed. 
 
Alicia introduced a life-changing urban debate league to at-risk high school students, developed a news 
college intern training program to increase the number of hires of underrepresented populations at 
local television stations, worked with high school youth to develop a teen anti-obesity outreach 
campaign, and coordinated state efforts for a national movement to increase grade-level reading 
proficiency of children from low-income families in California. 
 
Prior to starting her own company, Alicia worked at a premier public affairs advocacy firm in Los Angeles 
and serviced a diverse roster of clients in strategic planning and communications, media relations, 
situation analysis and organizational development. She previously led communications efforts for a 
national civil rights organization on policy issues relating to education, voting rights, immigration, 
resource equity and employment. She has worked on several major media outreach projects, including 
the national decennial census counts in 1990 and 2000. 
 
She received her Master’s Degree in Communications Management from the Annenberg School of 
Communication and Journalism at the University of Southern California and her undergraduate degree 
in the journalism/editorial sequence from California State University, Fresno 
 
Selected professional activities:  
• Board Member (Los Angeles): Camino Nuevo Charter Academy and Variety Boys & Girls Club 
• East Area Community Collaborative led by the late USC Vice President of Civic Engagement Earl C. 

Paysinger, 2018-2019. 
• Commissioner, Housing Authority of the City of Los Angeles - Mayoral appointment 2008-2012 
• Alumna, CORO-sponsored Leadership Southern California program, 2001-02, Class XII 
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