
Election Seat: 
Seat #3 - Parent or Non-Parent 

Name: 
Peter N. Dawson 

Skills and Talents: 
Strategic thinker. Quickly can apprise complex problems and simplify them into 
succinct and understandable issues. Understanding that relationships are not just 
important, they are everything, I've spent my entire career building strong 
relationships of trust. 

Community Experience: 
Current: Owner in Diabetes and Wound Care Clinic of St. George; Partner - 
Backus, Dawson & Smith, PC (Law Firm); Former: Regional VP, Kansas City Life 
Insurance Company; Partner at a Private Equity, Wealth Management Firm. 
Community (last 5 years): HOA Board, Farmington, Utah; Extensive leadership 
roles in church we attend 

Why am I interested in serving on Vista Schools board? 
Vista was a true godsend for our family. We moved here in part so our daughters 
would be able to attend Vista. We will want to see Vista flourish and thrive. 

Areas of Expertise and Contributions: 
Legal background in business, tax and estate law. Extensive knowledge of the 
financial markets, benefits, charitable giving, estate planning, and tax planning. 



Peter N. Dawson 
 
Peter’s passion is creating, building and helping businesses run successfully.  He has spent 
his career working with business owners and helping them mitigate the numerous risks 
confronting them in growing and preserving their wealth.  He understands that financial 
wealth is only one aspect of legacy planning.  A large part of wealth preservation relates to 
passing the values of the current generation on to successor generations. 
 
After graduating from Creighton University School of Law with a Certificate in Business and 
Tax Planning, Peter entered the financial services industry and has been in the industry ever 
since. While in the industry he has been: a partner at a boutique independent RIA and 
private equity firm in Kansas City, served as a regional VP for a mid-sized life insurance 
company in the Midwest, received a certificate in Special-Needs Planning from The 
American College in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, and worked with numerous high net worth 
clients in various industries helping them mitigate tax, financial, and liability risks. 
 
Peter has worked with several different private equity and hedge fund groups to secure 
funding for projects as diverse as a calcium mine in the Dominican Republic, to investing in 
a cancer protocol, to ordinary housing projects.  His philosophy is: if we can understand the 
risks and know how we will make the project work financially then we will invest the time 
and resources needed to bring the project to fruition. 
 
Some of his career highlights: 
 

Secured financing for several large multi-family housing projects in the Kansas City 
Metro. 

 
Helped secure funding for an alternative cancer protocol. 

 
Facilitated the purchase and sale of numerous businesses and medical practices across 
the United States. 
 
Worked with numerous business owners helping them mitigate, tax, liability and 
business risks.  Helped increase and protect the wealth of the same business owners 
exponentially over the practices they were then utilizing. 

 
Prior to entering law school he graduated from Utah State University with a degree in Political 
Science and worked for lobbying firms in Washington D.C. and Salt Lake City, Utah. He 
currently resides in Santa Clara, Utah, with his wife and three daughters. 
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